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Ten students from our school departed on January 23rd I
to Melbourne, Australia for a term exchange program I * G RA F F 'T ' *
and came back on April 5th, -
I, Nagi (a pen-name for our newspaper) the writer, joined the

program too. Here, |1 will share what our stay was like
and what we experienced. |

Set sights high,
and keep steps light

( ’Newspaper Committee
5

| The students spent their time in many places they have never been, with people
i they never met before. This is only a little piece from their lovely memory.
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After a 10-hour flight from Narita Airport to Melbourne ||
Airport, we moved to Geelong, the second-large city -
in Victoria, for few days to have orientations and
lectures before starting our stay in Melbourne. ]
At Melbourne, we were
divided into three
groups of three or four,
each group going to
different school.
The schools they
went were Academy of I /
Mary Immaculate, L
Bayside Christian College and Heritage |
College. The year in Victoria starts in !
late January and the first term finishes in The last day of school, with their friends.
early April. The students from Japan were able to | They stayed at Academy of Mary Immaculate.
join their school almost the same time the year
starts and finish the stay at the end of the term in
Australia, which allowed them to return just before the new year starts in
Japan. During the stay in Melbourne, each student stayed at their host family’s |
home. Some students attended their school camp and did many activities such as
surfing, paddle boarding and river canoeing. When we asked about their
experiences, most students said they enjoyed the program, and it was very |
interesting. The day before the flight home, we all gathered at a hotel to
spend the night. The term students hadn't seen each other for 10 weeks, and|
as they entered the room for dinner, where everyone would gather, it was
clear that everyone had grown since the last time they saw each other.
They all had a safe flight home, and are back to their ordinary life,

¢find out more about theit 5tag' s

So, what did actually happen to each of us? * very common beach near the city on

Here, I will write about two students from each school and about me. o weekends. T smmm 0000000

T dif o Yo"t "Dt wg gt

, 1t was a beautiful |
{ church just near a
big station. i

Café culture was
especially vibrant in
Melbourne.

View from Halls Gap, a camping place.
The nature was amazing and there were kangaroos everywhere.

They found a very

good green tea café,
and went there often

with friends they made!

& Takamaru Rise Haneda (2K) went to Heritage College with With other two students from the same formal class, | Nagi, the writer, joined the Academy of
4 Hasegawa two other students for the program. As we asked  Mary Immaculate, a school which is located just beside the Melbourne Museum.
W (2M), went to 3 her how the stay was, she responded that it was For me, it seemed to be tough to make friends, but on the first day of school, | joined a large
Bayside fun. She admitted that she initially struggled ¢ friend group which I still keep in touch with. My friends were always kind, and they often took me
% Christian speaking English first but eventually improved. to Melbourne Central, a big shopping center with many places to hang
F College, a The school she went was a small school in the out and have fun after school.
== Christian suburbs, where she could sometime see My host family was so kind. They took me for camping with other 4
His family was a big family. — school in the y kangaroos hopping near the school from the ¢ families from my host brother’s friend group. | climbed a mountain with

suburbs. They had time for praying and taught
Christian things. He commented it was very
interesting to learn something very different and
new. Just near the school, there was a big park
where he was able to see wild koalas and kangaroos.
He said, 'l remember enjoying a walk with his host
family there”. He also talked about his friend too.
One friend he made in his school had his birthday
during his stay, and they went to a sushi restaurant.
He described the sushi was Australian-styled sushi,
but it made a good memory with his friends, as he
explained about Japanese-styled sushi to them. His
host family was a big family with five children, and
they lived near his school. The family had a small
ship, and they often went out to the sea on
weekends. He tried fishing once, and eventually,
caught a flathead. Reflecting on his stay, he
mentioned the difference that he felt from Japan
was how the Aussie people weren't always in a rush
--—-they had time to enjoy living.

window. The &
school did not
have many
students in a
grade. “Everyone
knew each other,
no matter what
grade they were
in" she said.

She joined the school camp for four days and
joined water skiing activities on a small lake.

At home, she went to the beach with her host
family and raspberry picking, ice skating and a
lot of other places.

She concluded that she developed strong
listening skill, allowing her to listen to English
with different intonations. Also, she said that
"The bar for going overseas feels lower so |
would be eager to go on another exchange
program”

them. It was a hard climb for an indoor person like me, but the view at
the top was great, and | would say that the climb was worth it. At night, |
the stars were breath taking. As my first time in the Southern g
Hemisphere, | was deeply touched to see the Southern Cross for real.

After the family camp, | attended school ) 5‘
for a day and joined the school camp. Of With my host sister on the
course, the activity like surfing was  top of the mountain.
| amazing, but how could | forget about secretly staying up late and
moving to my Aussie friends’ cabin, to play werewolf though no one
b knew the rule and the game didn't go like the way it should have, listen

8 t0 each other’s favorite music and introducing their favorite, with lots of
snacks we sneaked in.

Every moment was refreshing with so much energy | never felt in Kinjo.

- & As the program comes to an end, | found myself wishing if | could stay

At a trick art museum

X longer. This experience was, without a doubt, life-changing.
on an excursion.
E R R S S R S R L R S R o R S R R R S R S R S R S R S R S S S S R R R
The exchange program gave me new ways to think. In my opinion, the way Aussie people

had time o spare and enjoy life, not just being busy all the time was a view I would never
see if [ haven’ t gone to Australia, which gave me an idea about my future. Finishing my
part, I would like to thank everyone who supported me before and during my stay.

A selfie with her host family!
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